
ARPA-E OPEN FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 

The Advanced Research Projects Agency – Energy (ARPA-E), has launched OPEN 2021 
Funding Opportunity No. DE-FOA-0002459, providing $100 million to support high-risk R&D 
with the potential to be disruptive and outside of the topics funded by the agency’s focused 
technology programs. Released every three years ARPA-E’s OPEN FOAs provide the agency 
with a broad sampling of new and emerging opportunities across the complete spectrum of 
energy applications and allow the agency to “take the pulse” of the energy R&D community. 

ARPA-E seeks transformational research in seven broad areas: grid; transportation; building 
efficiency; power generation and production: fossil/nuclear; power generation: renewables; 
bioenergy; other technologies e.g. thermal energy storage, data centers and computation, 
industrial efficiency; high temperature materials. For information on past projects funded by 
Open 2018 see https://arpa-e.energy.gov/program-projects/1046 

Highlights: 

• Open to U.S. universities, national laboratories, industry and individuals. 
• 30 – 50 awards expected, range of $250k - $10M in Federal share 
• Period of performance: max. 36 months 
• Start date: March 2022 or as negotiated 
• Project range: from ideas requiring Proof-of-Concept to those with Proof-of- Concept 

Demonstration already started 
• Previous Open project renewals permitted, as per negotiation 
• Cost share: ranges from 5 – 10% of Total Cost Share for educational institutions,  

either as Standalone Applicant or as part of a team  
 
Process to Apply: 
Deadlines: Concept Paper: 9:30 AM ET, April 6, 2021; Full Applications: 9:30 AM ET,  
TBD; Expected Date for Selection Notifications: TBD 
 
Register and submit application materials through ARPA-E eXCHANGE (https://arpa-e-
foa.energy.gov/Registration.aspx).  
 
Note that the concept paper will be assessed equally on the technology’s potential impact in 
meeting the FOA’s mission of identifying technologies that can be disruptive in the marketplace 
and on scientific and technological merit. The Concept should include an indication of techno-
economic challenges that must be overcome for the proposed technology to be commercially 
relevant, as well as an awareness of competing commercial and emerging technologies and 
how the proposed concept/technology provides significant improvement over existing solutions.  
The Resnick Sustainability Institute can provide some basic help in assessing the potential 
commercial impact of technologies. For more information please contact Stephanie Yanchinski, 
Director of Entrepreneurial Programs, Resnick Sustainability Institute. 
stephanie.yanchinski@caltech.edu, cp. 626-919-5092.  
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